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August 2012:   

Hot conditions prevailed with daytime highs approximately 2.5°C above normal.  Interestingly, above-
normal overnight lows from April – July were replaced in August with below-normal values for most 
stations, averaging 0.5°C below normal.  The maximum  temperature surpassed 30°C on an average of 8 
days in Niagara West and 9 in Niagara East.  This is well above the 30-year normal of 2-3 days.  As of 
the end of August, accumulated growing degree days remain as high as the same point in time during the 
2010 growing season, which was a great year for heat accumulation.  March through August growing 
degree days totaled 1313 and 1391 for Vineland Cherry Avenue and Virgil, respectively. 
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The month continued to bring highly variable rainfall to the Niagara region, resulting in above-normal 
rainfall in some areas and extremely below normal rainfall in others.  The St. Catharines 5th Street site 
accumulated the least amount of rainfall, comprising only 34% of the monthly normal.  Conversely, a thin 
line of intense thundershowers rolled across parts of Niagara on August 27th leading to the Queenston, 
St. David’s Bench, Niagara Airport, Virgil and Virgil East stations averaging 131% of the normal monthly 
accumulation.  Overall, the monthly precipitation for the appellation averaged only 54% of normal.  The 
2012 growing season remains dry, averaging only 59 and 68% of normal rainfall accumulation for Niagara 
West and Niagara East, respectively.    
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